
Documenting Gqrys properties
More than 200 volunteers zurveyed the condition of each
properry within cary: 5q;?3++ards mgq- to help the
clry- evaruate what to do wrth those st ucturbs that are
abandoned and in disrepair.

MELrssA Hnnnrs
Chicago Confidential

GaryMayorKarren
Freeman Wilson,
lnowspreciselyhow
manybuildiggs are
vacant in her cit5t 6,9O2,
or 2O.S DercenL

She knowshowmany
buildinp are'blighted';
and invisibleneedof
repair, That's 12,394, or
37.3 percent

She can showyou
exactlywhere those
buildines are and,
thanla to a new ranking
s,ystem, givg, some idea

whentheymightbetorn
clowIL

More thantwo years into
an unprecedented part-
nership between Freeman-
Wilson, formerChicago
Mayor Richard It{. Daley
and the Universitv of Chi-
cago's Harris School of
Public Policy, more than
2OO volunteers have cata-
loged the condition ofevery
propertyinGary That
information is available at
Saqrnutps.coIlL

"f puil it uD on mv phone
all of the timi when rm
talking to constituents and
they ask me about an aban-
doned building near them,"
Freeman-Wilson said- "r{,nd
I say, '\Mell, let's see if ifs on
the hardest-hit list' "

Turu1to Harrls,page 4$,

PROPERTIES SURVEYED
Parcels with structures: '

,33'227 (SVo/o)

Of the properties
ualuated that
have structures:

ISITOCCUPIED?
No;
6,9O2
(2O.8o/o)

Excelle.nt

Good

Dangerous ffi t,s+e
SOURCE: Clty of cary

No structures:
25,OQ8 (43o/o)

IS ITBLIGHTED?
: Yes:12,394
: (37,3Vo)

No;
2O,833
(62.7o/o)

w

CONDITION



Ttihune l'Bitsiness I Section2 I

SOURCE: Clty of cary
TRIBUNE

Abandoned buildings specHe Gary,
Afirqt-of-its-kind study ofG*y qloffi that learly 7,000 land parcels
*j 

h F:lhave a6andonaqa lt"*"r, 
"ffiio,'g;"gu" 

oi ;id--
structu.res on thenr, almost 12 percent'oialllarcelr.

I Parcel with
an abandoned
structure:
6,902

Parcelwith
no structure:
25,oo8

l# Parcel
with an
occupied
structure:
26,325



Harrls, from Page I

Elementary gchool to come .
downnexL

. "Thatwillreallymakean
mportant statement to our
young people," Freeman-
Wilson said "One, that their
safetyis valued But also
that the environment they
Iearn in is,yalued as,well.,t

power toward Freeman-
Wilson. CarolBr.ovyrl
Dalet's lastpoJicy chief at
City Hall, has'overseen the

methodknownas decon-
structio& Unemploved or
underemployed 

-Gary 
resi-

dents wouldbe hired to
salvage any materials that
canbe sold for.a profiL
Professional crews then
come in tofinishthe job.

ZBIGNIEW BZDAWCHTCAGO TRIBUNE
The long-vacant Ambassador Apartments are high on the Gary mayor,s tear-down l ist,

The Deltalnstitute.
whose RebuildineEx-
change program [as cre-
ated a market for reclaimed
building materials in Chi-
ca8o,ls apartner.

"Ourzurveydatain-
cluded some questions
about what miterials the
buildings are made of so we
could pilot this idea of
dedoirstrtrction in Gaw."
Brown said.,,Ideally this
will aiso be a job-crbation
'strategSr 

for low- skilled
workers. Goineforward
we'll have rtua"""tr f o"fr 

"gat what the market value o?
those materials arg and
what is tlre bestway for
Garyto pwsue thi$.,,

Outsiders have tried to
turn around Gary, whose
porpulation has declined bv
more than half since at least
the L5mdonJohnson ad-
ministration-

ButFreeman-Wrlsot a
former Indiana attorney
general, judge and Harrard

College and llarvard Law
School graduate, has thus
far avoided sharks, choosing
parbrers from academia and
philanthropy.

Most importantly, she is
not afraid to ask for hek .

During ow 20-minuie
interviewalong she ad-
vertised that downtown
Gary has large chunks of
land ayailable for redevel-
opmentand said she would
bepressingHarvard Law
DeanMarfhaMinow, who
grewup in Chicagq to
supply students to work
remotely on code enforce-
ment cases.

Collectingthe datato
support those cases took
18 months.

"Largely due to students,
schedules and also last
year's polar vortex,,, Brown
said. "It is much more chal-
lengingto look at a home or
building and assess whether
ifs vacant or occupied
when ifsburiedin snow:

You can't see whether the
lawn is cut, or the mail has
been picked up. Or whether
fnere's trasrl ...

"Havingthe datareally
helps in the advocacy, be-
cause you carl tell people
there's a signifi cant blight
proolem, but when you can
get down to the block level
to showthem howmany
blighted homes are on any
given block, that makes a'
world of difference. A pic-
ture is worth a thousanc
words."

Freeman-Wilson said the
survey results were some-
thingof arelief,

Bothshe andBrownhad
expected to tally more than
l2,OO0'vacant buildines.
Theyfound alittlemdre
than halfofthar

"This is somethingwe
can achieve," Freemin-
Wlsonsaid.

mmhatis@tribpub.com
Tw i t t e r @ chico nfi d e nti aI


